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Project brief 
 
The Pasig River Rehabilitation Program was launched in the 
waters of Pasig River. This required the demolition and relocation of illegal settlements occupying the 
riverbanks to establish a 10-
10-meter easement were designated Urban Renewal

MRR (Manila Railroad) Pineda is a government proclaimed social housing site and identified urban 
renewal area in the Asian Developmen
The site is about half a kilometer long 
SAMAPI, the people’s organization in the area, is
the people’s alternative to the local government’s plan to clear the whole site and build medium
buildings with the help of the National Housing Authority (NHA). 

TAO-Pilipinas was tasked to assist the community in formulating the alternative c
development plan or people’s plan. This entailed mapping of existing structures in the four puroks, 
cost estimates, meetings, consultations with homeowners and approval of the plan by the SAMAPI 
general assembly before the plan was finally present
support of the NGOs, ADB and the Housing and Urban Development Council (HUDCC), the people’s 
development plan eventually won the Mayor’s approval but with certain accommodations: two 
additional basketball courts for Purok 2 and 3, widening of the interior road to six meters and uniform 
façade along the Pasig river. The triumph of the people’s plan resulted in the regularization of tenure 
of MRR Pineda residents and firmed up their belief in the process of people’s 
participation. 

Project outputs 

 Validated Structures Map
 Reblocking Scheme 
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