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ABOUT THE COVER
Disasters are not only caused by natural hazards. Every 
year, there is at least one informal settlement in Metro  
Manila that burns down. Informal settlements in urban 
areas are prone to huge fires because of the crowded 
houses and lack of access roads for fire trucks. In this 
fire in Tondo, Manila, firemen resort to putting out the 
fire from across a creek. 
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Notes from the Editor

Pagtitiyagaan na lang namin” (We will just bear it), replied Ate Edna, resident of a resettlement site in Barangay 
Tanza, Navotas, when we asked if she intended to keep living there with her family despite the hazards in 

the area. Waist-high floods lasted for more than a month here after strong storms in July. During Typhoon Milenyo, 
strong winds blowing across the open plain tore off her roof, and heavily damaged a number of other houses. (See 
“Surviving the Storm,” p8 for the full story.)

For Ate Edna and her family, and the community of settlers in the Tanza site, disaster risk management is not just a seminar topic, or a magazine 
theme – it is necessary for survival. Poverty and the lack of available land and affordable housing have forced them to live in an extremely vulnerable 
area. They have no choice but to adapt, and become more resilient. This is a situation that is common not only in urban poor communities, but in 
rural areas as well. 

Technical professionals like us have the social responsibility to give these people a fighting chance. Hazard mapping and assessment (See “Hazard 
Maps” and “READY ka na ba?” on p6 and p7) is a necessary step, but communities themselves have to have the capability to manage the risks. The 
story of Buklod Tao (p11), a people’s organization in San Mateo, is a good example of a community who has taken an active role in managing the 
risks of frequent floods in their area.

Government intervention can play a role in large-scale disaster risk management, like what is happening in Vietnam’s Mekong Delta (p16), but 
planners and architects working with communities can make a difference within specific sites as well, such as in a slum upgrading project in Caracas, 
Venezuela (“Ang Pagsasaayos ng San Rafael-Unido,” p14). Within the Philippines, much work needs to be done, especially in the provision of social 
housing for vulnerable populations living within high-risk areas.  Our organization, TAO-Pilipinas, has recently been active in strengthening the link 
between social housing and community-based disaster risk management through the Young Professional’s Orientation and Training Workshop (p22). 

It has often been said that the Philippines is one of the most hazard-prone countries in the world. But it need not be the most disaster-prone. 
Kailangan lang natin pagtiyagaan.  (We need to learn our lessons, and work on it.)

   Amillah S. Rodil
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 Fast Facts
 Ang tatlong pinakamatinding natural na disaster sa Pilipinas

 Mga Bagong Pananaw sa Disaster Risk
Management
Limang progresibong konsepto sa DRM

 Did you know that?
Gender-sensitive typhoon names and early warning creatures

 Hazard Map
Saan kinukuha at paano ginagamit

 READY ka na ba?
Ang hazard mapping and assessment project ng PHIVOLCS,
PAG-ASA at MGB

 Surviving the Storm
The story of one woman’s resilience in an extremely
vulnerable environment in Navotas

“We did not expect it to be that strong”
How Banglos fisherfolks survived the Quezon flood 

 BuklodTao: Halimbawa ng Sama-Samang
Paghahanda
Modelo ng Community Based Disaster Risk Management

 Ang Pagsasaayos ng San Rafael-Unido
Ang proyektong nanalo ng Holcim Gold Award for
Sustainable Construction

Living with Floods: Settlements of theVietnam
Mekong Delta
Lessons learned from the perennially flooded river basin in 
Vietnam.

Ligtas ba ang Lugar Mo?
Mga pwestong hindi dapat tayuan ng bahay

 Pagtayo ng Bahay Pagkatapos ng Sakuna
 Hindi sapat na magbigay lamang ng emergency shelter

YP Workshop 2006Tackles Disaster Risk
Management
Reflections of the participants

 Fast
 Ang

 Mga

 Did

 Hazard

 READY

 Surviving

 Buklod

 Ang

 Pagtayo
 Hindi

WANT A COPY OF FUTURE ISSUES
OFTAO SHELTER?

FILL UPTHIS FORM ANDFAX ITTO
(632) 926-9504

PERSONAL INFORMATION

NAME: ________________________________________
OCCUPATION:__________________________________                                                 
ORGANIZATION / COMPANY: _____________________

People’s organization NGO
Government Private Sector

HOME NO./MOBILE NO.: __________________________
OFFICE TEL. NO: ________________________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS: ______________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

CONTENTS

1. I would like to read more about:
 Practical planning/design/construction tips
 Success stories in participatory planning
 Alternative housing/building technologies
 Experts’ analysis of planning issues
 Personal stories and experiences of communities
 Renewable energy sources
 New ideas in planning and design
 Community management
 Others (specify) _____________________________
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SUBSCRIPTION

 Yes, I would like to subscribe to future issues of TAO
Shelter by paying:*

 P200 for two issues
 P300 for three issues
 P400 for four issues
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contents of the next issue through email.
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